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Democratize not corporatize the UN 


September 8. 
See http: //attac.org/fra/asso/doc/doc22en.htm 





Current List of Endorsers: 


50 Years is Enough - AIWUSA (Association of 
Iranian Women, USA) - All India Students Forum 
for a Free Tibet - Alliance for Democracy - ATTAC 
- Campaign for Labor Rights - Coalition for Dignity 
and Amnesty for Undocumented - Committee on 
US/Latin American Relations (CUSLAR) - 
Committee to End Third World Debt, Togo - 
Economic J ustice for Africa Now - Foundation for 
Ethics and Meaning - Free Burma Coalition - 
Global People's Assembly - Hawaii Sustainable 
Lifestyle Network - Immigrants - Insaaf 
International - International Group for Grassroots 
Initiatives - Jubilee 2000 Global South - National 
Lawyers Guild, Committee on Corporations - 
Nicaragua Network - Program on Corporations, 
Law, and Democracy - Public Citizen - Queer 
People of Color Network - Queers for Racial and 
Economic Justice - Restore the Earth Campaign - 
Students for a Free Tibet - The Simultaneous 
Policy - TRAC/ Corporate Watch - War Resisters 
League - We, The World 


FUNDRAISING LETTER 
The People's Summit 
Making a United Nations Accountable to the People 


and the Planet 


Requesting Financial Tax-Deductible Contributions 


Given the United Nations present hierarchical 
structure and openness to corporate influence; 
Given the United Nations quasi incapability of 
implementing the will of the people; Given the 
United Nations present state as a forum for 
impotent rhetoric; Given the deepening crises of 
poverty, racism, armed conflicts, ecological 
devastation, militarization, human rights abuses, 
exploitative labor, cultural dissolution, the further 
impoverishment of the peoples of the Global 
South, and the erosion of democracy caused 
and/or exacerbated by corporate globalization, 
and the corporate agenda of the IMF, World Bank 
and WTO... 


We the People have decided to hold The People's 
Summit/S8 Mobilization on September 8, 2000 
from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm when the United 
Nations will host its own UN Millennium Summit, 
the largest gathering of heads of states in history, 
to set the agenda for the world for the new 
millennium. The S8 Mobilization, a coalition of 
international ogranizations working to mobilize a 
massive people's presence at the UN Millennium 
Summit to demand that the goal of the Millennium 
Summit of the world leaders to be democratize 
political structures and the _ international 
economy. 


The S8 Mobilization/People's Summit is a day of 
protest, direct action and international celebration 
in the streets of New York. To achieve our goal, 
we need cover the expense of fifty thousand 
dollars ($50,000.00) altogether and would be 
very grateful to have you/your agency grant us a 
substantial financial contribution in order to help 
us achieve it. 
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Our Mobilization needs your support to be fully 
successful. Financial contributions can be made 
to: S8 Mobilization 225, 18th Street, Apt. 406, 
Brooklyn, NY 11215. 


For more information on tax-deductible 
contributions, please call (718) 369-2724. 


Many thanks in advance for your concern, 
The S8 Mobilization Spokescouncil. 

For more information 

Ana Nogueira ananog@yahoo.com 





Against Davos in Australia 

Development Challenges in the Global Economy 
Date: September 7 

Venue: North Melbourne Town Hall 


Sponsored by: 

Australian Council for Overseas Aid 

Australian Conservation Foundation 

World Vision Australia 

Friends of the Earth Australia 

Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network 
Jubilee 2000 


Melbourne, September 7th 2000 

9am - 5.30pm 

Main Hall, North Melbourne Town Hall 

Cnr. Queensberry & Errol Streets, North 
Melbourne 


From September 11-13th, over a thousand 
business leaders representing major 
multinationals and regional companies, along with 
political leaders from the region, the US and 
Europe, will converge on Melbourne for the World 
Economic Forum (WEF). 


The WEF meets annually in Davos in the Swiss 
Alps. The Melbourne meeting will attempt to 
advance the WEF’s ambitious agenda of corporate 
and free market globalisation in the region. On 
September 7, ACFOA and a number of other 
organisations are organising speakers from 
Australia, Asia and the Pacific to take part in a 
one-day seminar in Melbourne, to examine how to 
work towards a more socially equitable, 
environmentally and culturally sustainable vision 
of global development as an alternative to the 
model of market driven globalisation espoused by 
the WEF. 


The seminar will involve a number of panels 
tackling key themes, among them: 

‘An overview of the impacts of the current neo- 
liberal market led model of development in 
Australia and the Asia Pacific region, and what role 
can aid play in a globalised world. 

‘Changes in the way corporate power is organising 
itself in forums such as the WEF, and how NGOs 
can better respond to these shifts. 

‘The International Monetary Fund, the World Bank 
and the World Trade Organisation and _ their 
current role in globalisation. 
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ACFOA or sign up on the day at North Melbourne 
Town Hall, at 8.30am. 


Further Information 

Andrew Nette - ph (02) 6281 9225 

Debbie Venugopal - e-mail: 
reception@acfoa.asn.au ph (02) 6285 1816 or fax 
(02) 6285 1720 


Development Challenges in a Globalised Economy 


GRGANIGATION 2ciscs) <esescuracugeeianntourels 


EMAIL? oe ceccec ee eeeeee/ PHONES oc ces cesses ee FAX: 


POSTAL ADDRESS: oo. cscs: css ces cee css terete cet eee eee on 


| will be attending the seminar in Melbourne on 
Thursday, September 7 2000, 9.00am-5.30pm 


Please note any special dietary or access needs... 


ACFOA members, ACF, FOE members, subscribers 
to Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network: 
$22 

Institutions and companies $55 

Students and concession holders $11 

Other: $33 

Prices are GST _ inclusive, and include 
refreshments, lunch and conference papers 


Payable by cheque or credit card by registration 
closing date. 
No refunds will be given. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: (please indicate) 
Bankcard 


Mastercard - Visa 
Cardholder name: 


Card number 
eee fo Aer, eet ee Expiry 
Date: — / 

Amount: $ 


Today's Date: 
Cardholder’s 

Signature: 
Please post/email/fax this registration form to: 
Debbie Venugopal reception@acfoa.asn.au 





ph (02) 6285 1816; Private Bag 3, Deakin ACT 
2600 fax (02) 6285 1720 


Responding to globalization and the 
environment in the Middle East 


By Charles Lenchner, Director, Washington DC 
Office, Friends of the Earth Middle East 


Over the past year, critics of corporate 
globalization have celebrated victories and 
increased visibility on the international agenda. 
Certain cities (Seattle, Davos) and dates (A16, 
$26) have taken a hold in the popular imagination 
and create an empowering feeling of unity and 
shared strength among activists around the world. 
Sadly, this least accurate for the Middle East. The 
Arab world generally has been largely absent 
when it comes to resisting structural adjustment 
and economic integration head on. 


This is troubling, because the Middle East is 
second only to sub-Saharan Africa in its low levels 
of growth since 1980 (with the exception of 
Israel), while at the same time many of those 
countries (Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Algeria) have assiduously carried many of the 
reforms called for by the neo-liberals. Observers 
of the region * including the Financial Times and 
the Economic Intelligence Unit predict that the 
reforms will now result in increased rates of 
growth, as peace * or a political stability nearly as 
comfortable to business * appears to increase its 
foothold. 


A number of developments certainly point in the 
direction of more growth, and more of the 
problems associated with the kind of growth that 
seems likely. Trade liberalization is moving ahead, 
with Jordan having joined the WTO in April, and 
scheduled to sign a Free Trade Agreement with 
the United States by September. The Euro- 
Mediterranean process, an_ all-encompassing 
framework aimed at closer integration between 
the EU and the southern Mediterranean countries 
will culminate in a free trade agreement (known 
as the Med. Free Trade Zone * MFTZ) by 2010. 


The relative isolation of Middle Eastern civil society 
from international civil society has many causes. 
The point however, is that northern and southern 
actors can and should work to build closer 
relationships to address the problems associated 
with globalization. An example of a work in 
progress that may _ lead_ to © significant 
environmental protection is the work of 
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Mediterranean environmental NGO's on addressing 
the potential consequences of the MFTZ. 


A recent report edited by David Katz of Friends of 
the Earth Middle East contains a broad discussion 
of the implications of the MFTZ. Contributors to 
the report from NGO's in the region present 
detailed analyses of the environmental and social 
consequences of the MFTZ's implementation. For 
example, EcoCon of Cairo discuss the implications 
for the Egyptian textile industry. According to 
EcoCon, changes in this industry may lead to 
massive unemployment, as foreign ownership of 
privatized firms shed unnecessary workers. On the 
environmental side, increased opportunities for 
subcontracting to Europe may lead to an increase 
in the number of SME's, who tend to have 
extremely low compliance with environmental 
regulations * weakly enforced in any case. The 
Egyptian textile industry already uses 2-3 times 
the amount of water per output as the EU. Over 
the next decade Egypt may see polluted and 
depleted groundwater reservoirs, increased cotton 
crops (with a corresponding increase in h! 

armful pesticides released into the environment), 
and more toxic waste. 


However, this pessimistic scenario is not the only 
one possible. With appropriate planning and 
cooperation between Egypt and the EU, and 
between governments and civil society, measures 
can be implemented that would result in a cleaner 
and less wasteful textile industry. Planning for the 
social consequences may allow for solutions 
preventing mass unemployment and 
impoverishment of workers. 


What is crucial to understand is that addressing 
these issues requires the active participation of 
NGO's from both north and south, working 
together. The phrase ‘solidarity work' is no longer 
applicable to such partnerships, since 
environmentalists now recognize that social and 
ecological problems cannot be confined to national 
borders. Such partnerships will allow southern 
NGO's, who often suffer from lack of democracy 
and human rights, to be more active in influencing 
their own governments, by suggesting ways for 
northern NGO's’ to include’ social and 
environmental protections in various agreements 
and aid packages. 


It would be a mistake not to recognize these 
realities, and find ways of integrating civil society 
in the Middle East into global civil society. Failing 
to address issues of globalization and the 
environment won't make the changes go away. 


Tapping into a powerful international movement is 
likely to build alliances that will support struggles 
down the road for human rights, democracy, 
national sovereignty, and a just peace. NGO's in 
the north can assist by ensuring that the Middle 
East is present, along with Asia, Latin America and 
Africa when the negative aspects of globalization 
are discussed. 


Note: this article is a summary of a long when, 
which you can request from the author at 
clenchner@foe.org The paper on the MFTZ edited 
by David Katz is available at www.foeme.org You 
can join the new low traffic discussion group at 
mideast-environment-globalization- 
subscribe@egroups.com Previous postings and 
documents are at 
www.egroups.com/group/mideast- environment- 
globalization 














Enlist currency speculators in poverty 
war 


By GLYN FORD Special to The Japan Times 


BRUSSELS all developed nations have a 
responsibility to consider. At the beginning of the 
new millennium, we may have found the 
answer<A global tax on capital transfers. 


While the "Tobin tax" is one of a host of solutions, 
it is being mooted, particularly in Europe, as the 
one that could work<BY raising a possible $250 
billion from financial markets worldwide each year 
to help support developing economies. 


So how could it work, and how would it affect 
Japan? The European Union a boost. Laurent 
Fabius, French minister of finance, will raise the 
idea of an independent expert study of how sucha 
tax might be introduced during the French 
presidency of the Council of Ministers during the 
second half of this year. 


With support for the tax Nobel Economics Prize 
the consequences for its economy. Governments 
are traditionally reluctant to place restrictions on 
financial markets, but many experts agree that it 
is just a matter of time. A tax of this type, of 
between 0.05 percent and 0.25 percent, would not 
affect the cost of goods, services or investment in 
Japan, but would be imposed on speculators who 
buy and sell currency on a short-term, quick 
profit, basis. 


The collapse of the "tiger economies" in the late 
1990s brought the issue of currency speculation to 


ps 


attac 


the fore. The Southeast Asian economies are still 
recovering from the currency collapse that led to a 
corresponding collapse in confidence among 
investors, small and large; a withdrawal of capital 
and investment; and closure of thousands of 
companies and massive job losses. As Tobin 
envisaged this tax would "throw (sic) sand in the 
wheels of international finance" and prevent the 
international financial system being vulnerable to 
its own excesses. 


Since the liberalization of the currency market the 
volume of transactions has increased by 8,300 
percent. More worrying, the assets that global 
banks can call upon now equate to less than three 
days of trading on the international market. Yet 
foreign currency-exchange' transactions are 
currently not subject to taxes anywhere in the 
world. This means governments are losing out on 
a lucrative source of revenue. The Tobin tax 
expert, Professor Alex Michalos, chair of political 
science, University of Northern Columbia, Canada, 
believes: "It is simply immoral and unacceptable 
that financial traders should be permitted to 
continue to take a free ride on the infrastructure 
of civil society without paying taxes to support 
their habit." Many in the European Parliament and 
around the world believe powerful financial traders 
should be prevented from dictating the terms of 
their own financial freedoms. In many ways the 
Tobin tax could be considered a "sin tax" such as 
taxes on cigarettes and alcohol. However, the 
major difference is that whereas "sin taxes" affect 
many people, especially the poorer sections of 
society, the Tobin tax could raise hundreds of 
billions for the fight against poverty In the mid- 
090s, the United Nations Development Program 
estimated that the cost of eradicating the worst 
forms of poverty, supplying water and energy, 
providing basic sanitary conditions and an 
education structure in the Third World would 
amount to between $30 and $40 billion per year. 


In 1995, the Bank for International Settlements 
estimated the annual foreign-exchange trading 
figure at $312 trillion. Thus, the revenue 
obtainable from a Tobin tax of 0.25 percent, the 
highest rate suggested, is a staggering $250 
billion a year. This extra revenue could be 
allocated to the cancellation of the debt of 


developing countries. (This is in line with existing 
agreements by industrialized countries to cancel 
these debts). Another possibility is to use as a 
blueprint, the European Structural Funds, and 
allocate central monies to areas of the greatest 
need around the world. The funds could be 
distributed by the U.N. or an_ international 
conference devoted to the fight against poverty 
such as the Copenhagen plus-5 summit. 


At the start of the 21st century, we have seen the 
emergence of demands for globalization< not for 
the globalization of George Soros, Total, Monsanto 
and the International Monetary Fund with their 
structural adjustment plans< but a globalization 
under the citizents control. We are faced with a 
question of world justice, a decision between the 
billions earned by a few through the casino 
economy and entire countries fighting for survival. 


As much as 80 percent of all foreign-exchange 
transactions are handled in just seven countries 
alone (Britain, the United States, Japan, 
Singapore, Switzerland, Germany and Hong 
Kong). All these major players, including Japan, 
need to collaborate to implement a global tax 
simultaneously in all financial centers to prevent 
discrepancies leading to the markets shifting to 
where the tax is not in operation. With global 
political impetus, the end to world poverty is a 
realistic proposition. 


With the Finnish government in favor, and 
parliamentary working groups in France, Belgium 
and Italy, Europe has the opportunity to drive the 
debate forward on the Tobin tax. Over 75 percent 
of global foreign-exchange transactions occur in 
Europe and the French presidency has the critical 
mass to make it a Tobin zone. But a real attempt 
to eradicate world poverty will only happen when 
all the major players put their support to this 
world democracy. 


Glyn Ford is a member of the European Parliament 
and secretary of the Global Tax, Fiscal Systems 
and Globalization Intergroup. The Japan Times: 
July 30, 2000 


